








Paul Vallas, Superintendent of the New Orleans Recovery School District, closed over twenty
middle schools when he was CEO of the Philadelphia city schools. He said the problem with middle
schools was that they were too big and impersonal, and in K-8 schools “the environment is less
stressful because they’re not one of 300 or 400 eighth graders; they’re one of maybe 35, 40, and 50
eighth graders” (Bloom, 2008).

Not all opinions and evidence, however, support the current trend to K-8 configuration. Some
believe that the “real” problem of middle schools has been that the middle school concept has not
been implemented well by the schools (Beane and Lipka, 2006). Rather than debate the best grade
configurations, educators should “find better ways to reach out to families and communities,” and
should “work to overcome poverty and prejudice that relentlessly work against many of these
students’ chances for success inside school and for a decent life outside it” (Beane and Lipka,
2006).

Conclusion

In 2005, Cheri Yecke coined the term “middle schoolism,” referring to “the notion that middle
schools should be havens of socialization and not academies of knowledge.” Because of the
academic problems associated with middle schools, she maintained that the middle school concept
was dead, or soon would be. However, despite the prevalence of the standards and accountability
movement in education, the middle school concept continues to thrive. In a study of the current
implementation of key components of the middle school concept in Tennessee schools, Huss (2010)
found that teachers “consider the middle school concept to be relevant, visible, and applicable.”

There is no doubt that developers of middle school programs should consider the unique
developmental qualities of early adolescents, whose intellectual, physical, and emotional needs
must be accommodated. Most people in today’s educational thought world continue to
enthusiastically support the middle school concept. They applaud the fact that middle schools have
increased their student body diversity that would otherwise have not been achieved, but seemingly
ignore dismal test results. For many adherents of the middle school concept, students’ academic
success is an indirect objective of middle schools, not a primary one; academic equity appears to
take precedence over excellence. This needs to change.
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Call for Manuscripts
Spring 2012

This is the call for manuscripts for the upcoming edition of
the Spring 2012 issue of the Tennessee Association of
Middle School Journal. Deadline for submission of
manuscripts is February 15, 2012. This is an open edition,
which allows you to write on any topic related to middle
schools. The editor and two other reviewers will review
the manuscripts. Have you reviewed an excellent book
about the middle school or the middle school concepts?
What data do you have on the effect of standards and the
middle school? How have the new middle school
certification and the common core affected you or your
teacher education program? What are your most effective
strategies for middle school students? What about PBL?
Share your information with readers across Tennessee.

Send your manuscript to: TAMS Journal

Dr. Shirley Key, Co-Editor
University of Memphis
419-B Ball Hall

Memphis, Tennessee 38152
skey(@memphis.edu.

OR
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Dr. Jo Ann Cady, Co-Editor
University of Tennessee

407 Bailey Education Complex
1122 Volunteer Boulevard
Knoxville, TN 37996-3442
jcady@utk.edu




Guidelines for Articles submitted to TAMS Journal

The Tennessee Association of Middle School Journal is the journal of the Tennessee
Association of Middle Schools. It is published twice in an academic year, November and
April. If you are interested in submitting a paper about middle school concepts, students,
or practices, please adhere to the following guidelines:

1. A variety of materials for publication is accepted for the TAMS Journal. Papers can
assume (but are not limited to) the following types: articles about enhancing learning and
teaching for the middle school (research investigations, position papers, policy issues,
and critical review of literature), curriculum materials for learning and teaching middle
school students, federal and state legislation on the education of the middle school
students, and assessments and evaluation of content learning and teaching in the middle
school.

2. Publication materials should be prepared according to the style prescribed by the fifth
edition of the Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association. Please
follow the manual precisely with regard to (A) content and organization of the
manuscript, (B) writing style, grammar, and use of non-biased language, and (c)
capitalization, punctuation, spelling, use of abbreviations, headings, quotations, tables,
figures, and references cited in the text, and the references list. Papers should be typed or
computer-generated on standard 8 1/2 by 11 paper, with one-inch margins. Typical page
length for articles is between 13-16 pages doubled spaced. The author’s name, title, and
affiliation should appear on the cover page only of the manuscript.

3. Send the manuscript electronically to skey@memphis.edu. The editor and two other
reviewers will review the manuscripts.

4. The TAMS Journal is published two times per academic year, November and April.
To guarantee your paper consideration for publication in the next issue, please submit
your paper at least 45 days in advance of the publication date.

5. Papers accepted for publication will appear in the next edition of the journal. If we
begin to have a backlog of papers, we will publish them according to the date of
acceptance. Authors will receive one copy of the journal if they are not a member of
TAMS; authors who are members of TAMS will receive two copies (one through regular
mailing and an additional one through special mailing). Once your paper is published in
the TAMS Journal, it becomes the property of the Tennessee Association of Middle
School. If you wish to publish your paper after it has been published in the TAMS
Journal, you must cite TAMS as the source of the article.

6. All correspondences should be addressed to TAMS Journal, Dr. Shirley Key,
University of Memphis, 419-B Ball Hall, Memphis, Tennessee 38152 or
skey@memphis.edu. You may also send it to JoAnn Cady, Co-Editor, University of
Tennessee, Knoxville, TN.
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Editorial Board
2011-2012

Co-Editor: Shirley Key, Associate Professor, University of Memphis

Co-Editor: JoAnn Cady, Associate Professor, University of Tennessee

Celia Rousseau Anderson, Associate Professor, University of Memphis

Dorothy Valcarcel Craig, Associate Professor, Middle Tennessee State University
Michael Grant, Associate Professor, University of Memphis

Reney McAtee, Teacher, Harpeth Hall School, 3801 Hobbs Road, Nashville, TN 37215
Ashli Miser, Counselor, Harden Valley Academy, Knoxville, TN.

Karen Norfolk, Teacher, 309 Charle Griggs St. Ripley, TN 38063

Angiline Powell, Associate Professor, University of Memphis

Ashley Smith, Associate Professor, Lee University, Cleveland, TN

If you would like to serve on the editorial board as a reviewer, please send a two page
resume to Dr. Shirley Key, University of Memphis, College of Education, 419-B Ball
Hall, Memphis, Tennessee 38152 or skey@memphis.edu



J. Paul Williams, Executive Director
P.O. Box 70748
Knoxville, TN 37938
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MEMBER APPLICATION/ RENEWAL

Individual Membership: $20

Student/Parent/Retiree: $10 (Full-time students, retired educators, non-educator parents)
School Group Memberships: 20 or more memberships from the same site, accompanied by
individual membership forms and one check covering all memberships: $12 per educator

// \\

Date Renewal or New

JTennessee Association

Name

Mailing Address

City State Zip -
Phone: Business ( ) Home ( )
Email: Business Home
School System
Position Held: (circle one) Teacher Principal Asst. Principal Counselor
Supervisor/Coordinator  Librarian College/University Retiree
Non-educator Parent Consultant Full time Student

TYPE OF MEMBERSHIP

Individual $20
Group Rate (20 or more from one site) $12 each
Student Retiree Non-Educator Parent $10

Send check payable to TAMS to above address Total amount of check
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